Accomplishments

Accomplishments of Oversight Democrats in the 112th Congress(

In the 112th Congress, despite being in the minority, Committee Democrats under Ranking
Member Elijah E. Cummings conducted vigorous oversight to address the housing and
foreclosure crisis, protect the health, safety, and pocketbooks of Americans, and increase
diversity while working to root out hazing in the military.

Ranking Member Cummings launched a number of investigations that looked into important
issues such as "drug speculation" by "gray market" drug companies, compensation packages of
top executives at for-profit colleges, and alleged efforts to supress the vote.




Accomplishments

Ranking Member Cummings has had legislative successes including the passage of a new law
to strengthen protections for whistleblowers and overwhelming passage by the House of
Representatives of a law to help servicemembers avoid forelcosure.

At the close of this session, Ranking Member Cummings published a selection of the Oversight
Democrats Oversight Accomplishments.

- Fighting Foreclosure
- Health, Safety, and Pocketbooks of Americans
- Defending Middle Class Workers

- Stopping the Flow of Guns on the U.S./Mexico Border

- Increasing Diversity and Rooting Out Hazing in the Military
- Democratic Investigations

- Investigative Reports

- Legislation

- News Profiles of Ranking Member Cumming

- Op-eds published by Ranking Member Cummings

Fighting Foreclosure
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#middleclass
#guns
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#legislation
#profiles
#opeds

Accomplishments

Ranking Member Cummings is one of the foremost national leaders fighting for the rights of
homeowners and taxpayers alike

In February 2011, he launched a wide-ranging investigation into allegations of mortgage
servicer abuses and illegal foreclosures against homeowners, including

U.S. servicemembers, and continues to press the Federal Housing Finance Agency (FHFA) to
allow Fannie Mae and

Freddie Mac to implement principal reduction mortgage modification programs for homeowners
facing foreclosure.

In part as a result of Cummings’s work:

- Treasury announced changes to its Home Affordable Foreclosure Alternatives Program to
help servicemembers forced to relocate for work;

- Holly Petraeus, the Director of the Office of Servicemember Affairs at the Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB), praised Cummings for spearheading congressional
efforts to help military families avoid foreclosure;

- FHFA announced changes to the Home Affordable Refinance Program to help
“‘underwater” homeowners take advantage of record-low interest rates;
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http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=5479&amp;Itemid=104
http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=5479&amp;Itemid=104
http://www.consumerfinance.gov/help-for-struggling-military-homeowners/
http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=5478:cummings-applauds-changes-to-the-home-affordable-refinance-program&amp;catid=3:press-releases&amp;Itemid=49
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- FHFA instructed Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac to begin transitioning away from their use
of designated foreclosure attorney networks, which were found to be plagued with pro
blems including improper foreclosure and billing practices;

- FHFA extended from six months to twelve months the forbearance period for
unemployed homeowners with mortgages owned or guaranteed by Freddie Mac; and

- FHFA adjusted its guidance and mandated that military relocation be considered a
hardship under Fannie Mae and Freddie Macs borrower a55|stance programs so that more
servicemembers forced to ™

move do not lose their homes.

Ranking Member Cummings also succeeded in passing through the partisan House of
Representatives a landmark amendment to the National Defense Authorization Act to expand
foreclosure protections for U.S. servicemembers, their families, survivors, and veterans — which
passed with a resounding bipartisan vote of 394 to 27.

- Ranking Member Cummings introduced the legislation as a stand-alone bill, The Military
Family Home Protection Act (H.R. 5747)
, Which is supported by five prominent veteran and military associations:
American Legion

Veterans of Foreign Wars

Paralyzed Veterans of America

Disabled American Veterans

, and

Military Officers Association of America

. In July,

H.R. 5747 successfully passed the House Veterans Affairs Committee.
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http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=5466:cummings-commends-fhfa-decision-to-terminate-faulty-foreclosure-attorney-networks&amp;catid=3:press-releases&amp;Itemid=49
http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;task=view&amp;id=5443&amp;Itemid=49
http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;task=view&amp;id=5700&amp;Itemid=104
http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;task=view&amp;id=5696&amp;Itemid=104
http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;task=view&amp;id=5696&amp;Itemid=104
http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/images/stories/American%20Legion%20-%20DOC051412.pdf
http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/images/stories/VFW%20Letter%20of%20Support.pdf
http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/images/stories/PVA%20Letter%20-%20Cummings%20letter%205%209%2012.pdf
http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/images/stories/DAV%20-%20Cummings%20Elijah%20-%20Mortgage%20Foreclosure%20-%20051412.pdf
http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/images/stories/MOAA.060612.Letter%20to%20EEC%20re%20SCRA%20amendment.pdf
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- This legislation resulted from Ranking Member Cummings' previous work which included a
forum with Sen. Rockefeller to examine illegal foreclosures against servicemembers and
released a Democratic staff report, “Fighting on the Home Front,” that chronicled
the growing problem.

Ranking Member Cummings recently held his 7th foreclosure prevention seminar in his district
matching homeowners on the brink of foreclosure with their lenders to help hundreds stay in
their homes. Last year, Ranking Member Cummings was honored as "Federal Champion of
the Year" by the
Maryland Consumer Rights Coalition for his efforts to address the foreclosure crisis and
promote the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau.

On April 13, 2011, Ranking Cummings and Senator Jack Reed introduced The Preserving

Homes and Communities Act
to increase transparency in the foreclosure process and to encourage loss mitigation efforts.

Return to Top

Health, Safety and Pocketbooks of Americans
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http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;task=view&amp;id=5365&amp;Itemid=104
http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/images/stories/FULLCOM/712%20soldier%20forum/Report%20--%20Fighting%20on%20the%20Home%20Front%2007-12-11.pdf
http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=5485:cummings-to-be-honored-as-federal-champion-of-the-year&amp;catid=3:press-releases&amp;Itemid=49
http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=5485:cummings-to-be-honored-as-federal-champion-of-the-year&amp;catid=3:press-releases&amp;Itemid=49
http://cummings.house.gov/press-release/representative-cummings-and-23-members-introduce-preserving-homes-and-communities-act
http://cummings.house.gov/press-release/representative-cummings-and-23-members-introduce-preserving-homes-and-communities-act
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http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=5445&amp;Itemid=107
http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;task=view&amp;id=5704&amp;Itemid=104
http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;task=view&amp;id=5704&amp;Itemid=104
http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;task=view&amp;id=5487&amp;Itemid=104
http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;task=view&amp;id=5487&amp;Itemid=104
http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=5759&amp;Itemid=129
http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;task=view&amp;id=5760&amp;Itemid=104
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http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/images/stories/JSC_Recommendations_101211.pdf
http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;task=view&amp;id=5572&amp;Itemid=104
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/112/hr4363
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d112:H.R.4365:@@@D&amp;amp;summ2=m&amp;amp;
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http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/images/stories/OUTGUNNED%20Firearms%20Trafficking%20Report%20-%20Final.pdf
http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/images/stories/OUTGUNNED%20Firearms%20Trafficking%20Report%20-%20Final.pdf
http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;task=view&amp;id=5361&amp;Itemid=104
http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;task=view&amp;id=5367&amp;Itemid=104
http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;task=view&amp;id=5377&amp;Itemid=104
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http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;task=view&amp;id=5693&amp;Itemid=104
http://cummings.house.gov/press-release/cummings-calls-enhanced-military-readiness-expanding-armed-forces-diversity
http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;task=view&amp;id=5637&amp;Itemid=104
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http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=5445&amp;Itemid=107
http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;task=view&amp;id=5553&amp;Itemid=104
http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=5533:executive-compensation&amp;catid=146:democratic-agenda&amp;Itemid=115
http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;task=view&amp;id=5764&amp;Itemid=104
http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=5545:monday-cummings-to-deliver-keynote-address-announce-new-investigation-on-executive-compensation&amp;catid=3:press-releases&amp;Itemid=49
http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;task=view&amp;id=5672&amp;Itemid=104
http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;task=view&amp;id=5676&amp;Itemid=104
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http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/images/stories/OUTGUNNED%20Firearms%20Trafficking%20Report%20-%20Final.pdf
http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/images/stories/OUTGUNNED%20Firearms%20Trafficking%20Report%20-%20Final.pdf
http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/images/stories/OUTGUNNED%20Firearms%20Trafficking%20Report%20-%20Final.pdf
http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/images/stories/FULLCOM/712%20soldier%20forum/Report%20--%20Fighting%20on%20the%20Home%20Front%2007-12-11.pdf
http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/images/stories/MINORITY/fcic%20report/FCIC%20Report%2007-13-11.pdf
http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/images/stories/MINORITY/fcic%20report/FCIC%20Report%2007-13-11.pdf
http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=5575:cummings-issues-report-detailing-five-years-of-gunwalking-operations-in-arizona&amp;catid=3:press-releases&amp;Itemid=49
http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=5575:cummings-issues-report-detailing-five-years-of-gunwalking-operations-in-arizona&amp;catid=3:press-releases&amp;Itemid=49
http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/images/stories/7.25.12%20Staff%20Report%20Shining%20Light%20on%20the%20Gray%20Market.pdf
http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/images/stories/7.25.12%20Staff%20Report%20Shining%20Light%20on%20the%20Gray%20Market.pdf
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http://cummings.house.gov/press-release/cummings-landry-applaud-passage-legislation-strengthens-jones-act
http://cummings.house.gov/press-release/cummings-landry-applaud-passage-legislation-strengthens-jones-act
http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=5356:release-cummings-quigley-transparency-bills-advance-through-oversight-committee&amp;catid=3:press-releases&amp;Itemid=49
http://www.cbo.gov/publication/43181
http://www.cbo.gov/publication/43181
http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;task=view&amp;id=5693&amp;Itemid=104
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http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;task=view&amp;id=5262&amp;Itemid=104
http://cummings.house.gov/press-release/representative-cummings-and-23-members-introduce-preserving-homes-and-communities-act
http://cummings.house.gov/press-release/representative-cummings-and-23-members-introduce-preserving-homes-and-communities-act
http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;task=view&amp;id=5376&amp;Itemid=104
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http://democrats.oversight.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=5713:-cummings-introduces-legislation-to-reform-defense-base-act-insurance-program&amp;catid=3:press-releases&amp;Itemid=49
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